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“THE OPPRESSORS MAY
HAVE SOPHISTICATED
WEAPONS AND VAST
RESOURCES, BUT THEIR
MIGHT PALES BEFORE THE
POWER OF A UNITED AND
DETERMINED NATION
DRIVEN BY THE SPIRIT OF
JUSTICE AND FAITH”
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S T A T E M E N T  B Y  S Y E D  S A L A H U D D I N  A H M A D

I n  t h e  n a m e  o f  A l l a h ,  t h e  M o s t  G r a c i o u s ,  t h e

M o s t  M e r c i f u l ,

M y  d e a r  b r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s  i n  f a i t h ,

T h e  s o i l  o f  J a m m u  a n d  K a s h m i r  i s  s a n c t i f i e d

b y  t h e  b l o o d  o f  c o u n t l e s s  m a r t y r s  w h o  h a v e

s e l f l e s s l y  l a i d  d o w n  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f

I s l a m  a n d  t h e  s a c r e d  g o a l  o f  f r e e d o m .  A s  I

w r i t e  t h i s ,  m y  h e a r t  s w e l l s  w i t h  b o t h  g r i e f  a n d

p r i d e .  G r i e f ,  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  b e l o v e d

M u j a h i d e e n  w h o  r e c e n t l y  e m b r a c e d

m a r t y r d o m  i n  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  o f  K u l g a m ,  a n d

p r i d e ,  f o r  t h e i r  u n c o m p r o m i s i n g  c o m m i t m e n t

t o  t h i s  n o b l e  m i s s i o n .

C o m m a n d e r  F a r o o q  A h m a d  B h a t ,  k n o w n  a s

A b u  U b a i d a h ,  a n d  h i s  c o u r a g e o u s  c o m p a n i o n s

— M u s h t a q  A h m a d  I t o o  ( F a i z a n  B h a i ) ,  Y a s i r

J a v e d  B h a t  ( M o m i n  B h a i ) ,  I r f a n  Y a q o o b  ( A n a s

B h a i ) ,  a n d  A d i l  H u s s a i n  H a j a m  ( A h m e d  B h a i ) —

a r e  t h e  l a t e s t  c h a p t e r s  i n  t h e  u n e n d i n g  s a g a

o f  b r a v e r y  a n d  s a c r i f i c e .  T h e s e  s o n s  o f  t h e

s o i l  f o u g h t  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s  w i t h  u n m a t c h e d

b r a v e r y  a n d  c h o s e  d e a t h  o v e r  d i s h o n o r

t h e r e b y  s e t t i n g  a n  e x a m p l e  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  t o

c o m e .

I  s a l u t e  t h e i r  c o u r a g e ,  t h e i r  s t e a d f a s t n e s s ,

a n d  t h e i r  u n s h a k a b l e  f a i t h .  A b u  U b a i d a h ,  i n

p a r t i c u l a r ,  w a s  a  b e a c o n  o f  r e s i s t a n c e ,  w h o s e



l e a d e r s h i p  a f t e r  t h e  m a r t y r d o m  o f  D r .  S a i f u l l a h

s t r e n g t h e n e d  o u r  r a n k s  a n d  i n f u s e d  n e w  s p i r i t

i n t o  o u r  s t r u g g l e .  H e  w a s  a  g r e a t  s y m b o l  o f

r e s i l i e n c e  a g a i n s t  t y r a n n y ,  a n d  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s

w i l l  s h i n e  e t e r n a l l y  i n  h i s t o r y .

B r o t h e r s  a n d  s i s t e r s ,  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s  m a y  h a v e

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  w e a p o n s  a n d  v a s t  r e s o u r c e s ,  b u t

t h e i r  m i g h t  p a l e s  b e f o r e  t h e  p o w e r  o f  a  u n i t e d

a n d  d e t e r m i n e d  n a t i o n  d r i v e n  b y  t h e  s p i r i t  o f

j u s t i c e  a n d  f a i t h .  O u r  M u j a h i d e e n ,  d e s p i t e

l i m i t e d  m e a n s ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  s t r i k e  f e a r  i n t o  t h e

h e a r t s  o f  t h e  o c c u p i e r s .  T h e i r  b l o o d  w a t e r s  t h e

t r e e  o f  f r e e d o m  a n d  m a k e s  i t  e v e r  s t r o n g e r .  

I  w a n t  t o  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  o p p r e s s o r s  a n d

t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t o r s  t h a t  n o  a m o u n t  o f  f o r c e ,  n o

a c t  o f  b a r b a r i s m ,  a n d  n o  d e c e i t f u l  s t r a t e g y  c a n

e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  f l a m e  o f  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  o f

t h e  K a s h m i r i  p e o p l e .  W e  a r e  a  n a t i o n  f o r g e d  i n

s a c r i f i c e ,  r o o t e d  i n  f a i t h ,  a n d  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e

p a t h  o f  j u s t i c e .  

I  u r g e  m y  b e l o v e d  p e o p l e  t o  r e m a i n  s t e a d f a s t .

T h e  p a t h  w e  t r e a d  i s  s t e e p  a n d  a r d u o u s ,  b u t  t h e

g o a l  i s  s u b l i m e .  L e t  n o t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  o u r

m a r t y r s  g o  i n  v a i n .  T h e i r  b l o o d  c a l l s  u s  t o  r i s e

a b o v e  f e a r ,  t o  r e m a i n  u n i t e d ,  a n d  t o  r e s i s t  w i t h

a l l  o u r  m i g h t  u n t i l  t h e  c h a i n s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  a r e

s h a t t e r e d .  W e  w i l l  f i g h t  u n t i l  t h e  l a s t  d r o p  o f  o u r

b l o o d ,  u n t i l  t h e  s u n  o f  f r e e d o m  r i s e s  o v e r  



K a s h m i r ,  a n d  u n t i l  o u r  h o m e l a n d  i s  f r e e  f r o m  t h e
c l u t c h e s  o f  t y r a n n y .  T h i s  s t r u g g l e  i s  a  m i s s i o n
f o r  t r u t h ,  f o r  f a i t h ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  e t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e s
o f  j u s t i c e .
T o d a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  o u r  h o m e l a n d  f a c e s  a  n e w  f o r m
o f  a g g r e s s i o n .  T h e  o c c u p y i n g  f o r c e s  a r e
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  s e i z i n g  v a s t  t r a c t s  o f  l a n d ,  m u c h
o f  i t  f e r t i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o p e r t y ,  f r o m  t h e
r i g h t f u l  o w n e r s .  T h i s  b r a z e n  l a n d  g r a b ,  a i m e d  a t
a l t e r i n g  t h e  v e r y  f a b r i c  o f  o u r  h o m e l a n d ,  i s
c l e a r l y  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s u b j u g a t e ,  d i s p o s s e s s  a n d
d i s e m p o w e r  u s .  L e t  i t  b e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  o c c u p i e r s
t h a t  K a s h m i r ’ s  l a n d  i s  n o t  f o r  s a l e ,  n o r  w i l l  i t s
p e o p l e  b e  s i l e n c e d .  E v e r y  g r a i n  o f  o u r  s o i l  i s
d r e n c h e d  w i t h  t h e  s w e a t  a n d  b l o o d  o f  o u r
a n c e s t o r s ,  a n d  w e  w i l l  d e f e n d  i t  w i t h  o u r  l i v e s .
M a y  A l l a h  g r a n t  s t e a d f a s t n e s s  t o  t h e  o p p r e s s e d ,
s t r e n g t h  t o  t h e  f i g h t e r s ,  a n d  s u c c e s s  t o  t h i s  j u s t
c a u s e .  M a y  H e  a c c e p t  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  o u r
m a r t y r s  a n d  u n i t e  u s  a l l  i n  t h e  u l t i m a t e  v i c t o r y  o f
f r e e d o m  a n d  d i g n i t y .

S Y E D  S A L A H U D D I N  A H M A D  
S U P R E M E  C O M M A N D E R  H I Z B U L  M U J A H I D E E N
A N D  C H A I R M A N  U N I T E D  J I H A D  C O U N C I L



T H E  G R E A T  L A N D  H E I S T
G O W H A R  F A R O O Q

T h r o u g h o u t  h i s t o r y ,  c o l o n i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  h a v e
r e l i e d  h e a v i l y  o n  o n e  k e y  s t r a t e g y :  t h e  c o n t r o l  a n d
e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  l a n d .  F o r  c o l o n i z e r s ,  l a n d
r e p r e s e n t s  p o w e r ,  w e a l t h ,  a n d  p e r m a n e n c e .  I t  i s
n o t  m e r e l y  a  p h y s i c a l  r e s o u r c e  b u t  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n
u p o n  w h i c h  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  d o m i n a t i o n  i s  b u i l t .
L a n d  i s  t h e  l i f e l i n e  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s  t h a t
p r o v i d e s  s u s t e n a n c e ,  i d e n t i t y ,  a n d  c u l t u r a l
c o n t i n u i t y .  



T h e  u s u r p a t i o n  o f  l a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  n o t  o n l y  a n
a c t  o f  e c o n o m i c  d i s p o s s e s s i o n  b u t  a l s o  o n e  o f
c u l t u r a l  a n n i h i l a t i o n ,  a i m e d  a t  e r a s i n g  t h e
h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  t i e s  b e t w e e n  a  p e o p l e
a n d  t h e i r  h o m e l a n d .  T h i s  s y s t e m a t i c
a p p r o p r i a t i o n — o f t e n  m a s k e d  u n d e r  t h e  p r e t e x t
o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o g r e s s — l a y s  t h e
g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  s e t t l e r  c o l o n i a l i s m .  S e t t l e r
c o l o n i a l i s m  d i f f e r s  f r o m  c l a s s i c a l  c o l o n i a l i s m  i n
i t s  u l t i m a t e  g o a l .  W h i l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c o l o n i a l
p o w e r s  p r i m a r i l y  s o u g h t  t o  e x t r a c t  r e s o u r c e s ,
s e t t l e r  c o l o n i a l i s m  s e e k s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e
i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h  a n  i n v a s i v e  s e t t l e r
s o c i e t y  t h a t  d e v e l o p s  i t s  i d e n t i t y  a n d
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o n  t h e  s e i z e d  l a n d .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  i s
m e t i c u l o u s l y  o r c h e s t r a t e d  i n v o l v i n g  l e g a l
f r a m e w o r k s ,  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s ,  a n d
p r o p a g a n d a  c a m p a i g n s  t h a t  a i m  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e
d i s p o s s e s s i o n  a s  a  b e n e v o l e n t  a c t  o f
m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t .  T h e  f e r t i l e  l a n d
u n d e r  i n d i g e n o u s  s t e w a r d s h i p  i s  t h u s
t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  a  t o o l  o f  s u b j u g a t i o n  a n d
s t r i p p e d  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  t o  s e r v e  t h e
c o l o n i z e r ’ s  v i s i o n .  T h e  m o r e  w e  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s ,
t h e  m o r e  c a n  w e  w a k e  u p  a n d  f i g h t  f o r  o u r
r i g h t s .  W e  a l l  s e e  a n d  h e a r  a b o u t  t h e  n e w s  t h a t ,
u n d e r  t h e  g a r b  o f  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t
a n d  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r e s s ,  I n d i a — o u r  o c c u p i e r —
h a s  l a u n c h e d  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  c a m p a i g n  t o  s e i z e
v a s t  s w a t h e s  o f  l a n d  i n  o u r  b e l o v e d  h o m e l a n d .    



W h a t  w e  a r e  w i t n e s s i n g  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a  s e r i e s  o f
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o j e c t s  b u t  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  K a s h m i r ’ s  g e o g r a p h y ,  e c o n o m y ,
a n d  d e m o g r a p h y  t o  s e r v e  a  s e t t l e r  c o l o n i a l
a g e n d a .  O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  g l a r i n g  e x a m p l e s  o f
t h i s  l a n d  g r a b  i s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  7 7 . 5 - k i l o m e t e r
A n a n t n a g - P a h a l g a m  r a i l w a y  l i n e .  T h i s  p r o j e c t
c u t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  f e r t i l e  L i d d e r  r i v e r  b a s i n  i n
s o u t h  K a s h m i r  a n d  i s  b o u n d  t o  d i s p l a c e  t h r i v i n g
a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  d e v a s t a t e
e c o s y s t e m s .  T h e  a f f e c t e d  v i l l a g e r s ,  m a n y  o f
w h o m  w e r e  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  u n t i l  i t s  m a p s
s u r f a c e d ,  a r e  b e i n g  p u s h e d  t o  t h e  m a r g i n s
w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  o r  c o n s e n t .  T h i s  i s  e x a c t l y
h o w  c o l o n i a l  p o w e r s  o p e r a t e .  D e c i s i o n s  a r e
m a d e  i n  d i s t a n t  c o r r i d o r s  o f  p o w e r ,  w i t h  n o
r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  l i v e s  t h e y  d i s r u p t .
T h e  P a h a l g a m  r a i l w a y  l i n e  w i l l  r e q u i r e  o v e r
1 0 , 0 0 0  k a n a l s  o f  l a n d ,  m u c h  o f  i t  a g r i c u l t u r a l .
T h i s  f i g u r e  d w a r f s  t h e  1 6 , 0 0 0  k a n a l s  t a k e n  f o r
t h e  1 1 9 - k i l o m e t e r  Q a z i g u n d - B a r a m u l l a  r a i l w a y
l i n e .  C o m p e n s a t i o n — i f  p a i d  a t  a l l — i s
i n a d e q u a t e  w i l l  d e f i n i t e l y  f a i l  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e
e m o t i o n a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  v a l u e  o f  t h e  l a n d .  T h e
e c o l o g i c a l  c o s t  i s  e q u a l l y  s t a g g e r i n g .  T h e
p r o j e c t  w i l l  c a r v e  t h r o u g h  t h r e e  m a j o r  w i l d l i f e
s a n c t u a r i e s  a n d  f o r e s t  e c o s y s t e m s  o f  O v e r a - A r u ,
T r a l ,  a n d  K h i l l a n .  T h e s e  f r a g i l e  e c o s y s t e m s ,
h o m e  t o  d i v e r s e  f l o r a  a n d  f a u n a ,  w i l l  b e
i r r e p a r a b l y  d a m a g e d  b y  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  



a n d  t r a c k s .  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  a c t i v i s t s  h a v e  r a i s e d
a l a r m s  a b o u t  t h e  i r r e v e r s i b l e  i m p a c t  o n  t h e
L i d d e r  v a l l e y ’ s  b i o d i v e r s i t y  a n d  m i c r o - c l i m a t e .
Y e t ,  t h e i r  v o i c e s  a r e  d r o w n e d  o u t  b y  a  n a r r a t i v e
t h a t  p r i o r i t i z e s  c o n n e c t i v i t y  o v e r  c o n s e r v a t i o n .
T h e  r e a l  m o t i v e  b e h i n d  t h e  P a h a l g a m  r a i l w a y ,
h o w e v e r ,  b e c o m e s  c l e a r  w h e n  v i e w e d  t h r o u g h
t h e  l e n s  o f  t h e  A m a r n a t h  Y a t r a .  T h e  r a i l w a y  w i l l
f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  i n f l u x  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  H i n d u
p i l g r i m s  t o  t h e  A m a r n a t h  c a v e  a n d  t u r n  w h a t
w a s  o n c e  a  c h a l l e n g i n g  j o u r n e y  i n t o  a  s e a m l e s s
c o m m u t e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a b o u t  d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r
K a s h m i r i  p e o p l e ;  i t  i s  a b o u t  t h e  H i n d u i z a t i o n  o f
K a s h m i r  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  u s i n g  e v e r y
r e s o u r c e  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  t o  s e e  i t  h a p p e n  i n
n e a r  f u t u r e .  
P a r a l l e l  t o  t h e  r a i l w a y  p r o j e c t s ,  t h e  I n d i a n
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  u n v e i l e d  p l a n s  t o  c o n s t r u c t  3 0
s a t e l l i t e  t o w n s h i p s  a l o n g  t h e  p r o p o s e d  S e m i
R i n g  R o a d  a r o u n d  S r i n a g a r .  T h e s e  t o w n s h i p s ,
c o v e r i n g  a n  a v e r a g e  a r e a  o f  m o r e  t h a n  2 0 0
h e c t a r e s  e a c h ,  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a n  a s t o u n d i n g  6 , 0 0 0
h e c t a r e s  ( n e a r l y  1 1 8 , 0 0 0  k a n a l s )  o f  l a n d ,  m u c h
o f  i t  c u r r e n t l y  u s e d  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h i s  m a s s i v e
l a n d  a c q u i s i t i o n  w i l l  d i s p l a c e  t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s
o f  K a s h m i r i s  a n d  s t r i p  t h e m  o f  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d s
a n d  s e v e r  t h e i r  t i e s  t o  t h e  l a n d .  T h e  p r o p o s e d
t o w n s h i p s  a r e  s h r o u d e d  i n  s e c r e c y ,  w i t h  n o
c l a r i t y  o n  w h o  w i l l  i n h a b i t  t h e m .  G i v e n  I n d i a ’ s
b r o a d e r  d e m o g r a p h i c  e n g i n e e r i n g  e f f o r t s  i n  



K a s h m i r ,  i t  i s  b e c o m i n g  c l e a r e r  t h a t  t h e s e
s e t t l e m e n t s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  f o r  o u t s i d e r s .  T h i s  a l i g n s
w i t h  I n d i a ’ s  l a r g e r  s e t t l e r  c o l o n i a l  s t r a t e g y  t h a t
a i m s  t o  a l t e r  t h e  r e g i o n ’ s  d e m o g r a p h y  t o  d i l u t e  i t s
M u s l i m  m a j o r i t y  c h a r a c t e r .  B y  c r e a t i n g  e x c l u s i v e
e n c l a v e s  f o r  s e t t l e r s ,  t h e  I n d i a n  s t a t e  s e e k s  t o
e s t a b l i s h  a  p e r m a n e n t  f o o t h o l d  a n d  f u r t h e r
m a r g i n a l i z e  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n .
U n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s
a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a b o u t  d i s p o s s e s s i o n .  F o r  t h e
c o l o n i z e r ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  a  t o o l  t o  l e g i t i m i z e  t h e i r
c o n t r o l  a n d  t h e y  a l w a y s  p r e s e n t  t h e  c o l o n i z e d
p o p u l a t i o n ’ s  r e s i s t a n c e  a s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p r o g r e s s .
B u t  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i z e d ,  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s  a r e
e x i s t e n t i a l  t h r e a t s .  T h e y  e r a s e  t r a d i t i o n a l
l i v e l i h o o d s ,  d i s r u p t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  a n d  s e v e r
t h e  s p i r i t u a l  b o n d  b e t w e e n  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e i r  l a n d .
I n  K a s h m i r ,  w h e r e  l a n d  i s  a l r e a d y  s c a r c e ,  t h e s e
p r o j e c t s  a r e  a  d e a t h  k n e l l  f o r  c o u n t l e s s  f a m i l i e s .
F o r  K a s h m i r i s ,  t h i s  l a n d  g r a b  r e p r e s e n t s  a
m u l t i f a c e t e d  a s s a u l t .  I t  i s  a n  e c o n o m i c  d i s a s t e r ,  a s
f e r t i l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d s  a r e  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p r o j e c t s  a n d  u r b a n  s e t t l e m e n t s .  I t  i s
a n  e c o l o g i c a l  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  a s  f r a g i l e  e c o s y s t e m s
a r e  d e s t r o y e d  t o  m a k e  w a y  f o r  r a i l w a y s  a n d  r o a d s .
A n d  i t  i s  a  c u l t u r a l  t r a g e d y ,  a s  t h e  v e r y  f a b r i c  o f
K a s h m i r i  s o c i e t y — r o o t e d  i n  i t s  l a n d — i s
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  u n r a v e l e d .  T h e  g r a n d  s e t t l e r
c o l o n i a l  p r o j e c t  i n  K a s h m i r  i s  n o t  a n  i s o l a t e d
i n i t i a t i v e  b u t  a  w e l l  t h o u g h t  s t r a t e g y  t o  e r a s e
K a s h m i r i  i d e n t i t y  a n d  r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  a  H i n d u  o n e .
O u r  r e s p o n s e  t h i s  t i m e  w i l l  d e t e r m i n e  o u r  f u t u r e .  



L G B T Q  P R O G R A M S  I N  K U P W A R A :  H O W
O C C U P I E R S  U S E  S E C U L A R  L I B E R A L I S M
A G A I N S T  K A S H M I R I  I D E N T I T Y
I D R E E S  B H A T T
I n  N o v e m b e r  2 0 2 4 ,  t w o  p r o g r a m s  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r
t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “ r i g h t s ”  o f  t h e  L G B T Q  c o m m u n i t y
w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  a t  t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  H a l l ,  A D R
C e n t r e ,  C o u r t  C o m p l e x  K u p w a r a ,  a n d  S o g a m  L o l a b
i n  t h e  b o r d e r i n g  d i s t r i c t  o f  K u p w a r a .  T h e s e
p r o g r a m s  w e r e  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  D i s t r i c t  L e g a l
S e r v i c e s  A u t h o r i t y  ( D L S A )  K u p w a r a  a n d  t h e  T e h s i l
L e g a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  S o g a m ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
W h a t  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r i k i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i v e  t o
o r g a n i z e  t h e s e  e v e n t s  c a m e  n o t  f r o m  a n y
g r a s s r o o t s  d e m a n d  b u t  f r o m  t h e  S P  O f f i c e
K u p w a r a ,  w h i c h  c h a n n e l e d  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  t h r o u g h
p r o x y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b a c k e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a n
o c c u p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .
T h i s  o r c h e s t r a t e d  p u s h  i s  e m b l e m a t i c  o f  a  l a r g e r
s t r a t e g y  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a n  o c c u p a t i o n a l
a p p a r a t u s  i n  K a s h m i r .  T h e  i n t e n t  i s  c l e a r l y  t o  l e a d
K a s h m i r i  y o u t h  a s t r a y ,  m o r a l l y  b a n k r u p t  a n  e n t i r e
g e n e r a t i o n ,  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  u p r o o t  t h e  I s l a m i c
v a l u e s  t h a t  h a v e  l o n g  b e e n  t h e  b a c k b o n e  o f
K a s h m i r i  s o c i e t y .  B y  p r o m o t i n g  i d e o l o g i e s  a n d
b e h a v i o r s  a l i e n  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  f a b r i c
o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e y  w a n t  t o  c r e a t e  a  s o c i e t y  i n
K a s h m i r  t h a t  i s  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  i t s  r o o t s ,  o n e
t h a t  c a n  b e  m o r e  e a s i l y  m a n i p u l a t e d  a n d
c o n t r o l l e d .  T h e  h y p o c r i s y  



b e c o m e s  g l a r i n g l y  o b v i o u s  w h e n  j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h
s t a t e s  l i k e  B i h a r  a n d  H a r y a n a ,  w h e r e  s u c h
p r o g r a m s  w o u l d  b e  s t r i c t l y  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h e  r u l i n g
B J P  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  a l l  H i n d u s  c o n s i d e r  s u c h
t h i n g s  t o  b e  a t  o d d s  w i t h  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  i d e n t i t y
a n d  d e s p i t e  t h i s  t h e  o c c u p i e r s  f e r v e n t l y  c h a m p i o n
t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  w h i c h  a c t u a l l y  r e v e a l s  t h e i r  t r u e
a g e n d a  o f  d e - I s l a m i z i n g  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  H i n d u i z i n g
t h e  r e g i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  d e s i g n s .
T o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h i s  s t r a t e g y ,  w e  m u s t
d e l v e  i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  s u c h
n o r m a l i z a t i o n  e f f o r t s  w i t h i n  a n  I s l a m i c  s o c i e t y .
I s l a m ’ s  s t a n c e  o n  h o m o s e x u a l i t y  a n d  g e n d e r
r e l a t i o n s  i s  u n e q u i v o c a l ,  r o o t e d  i n  d i v i n e
r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m o r a l  f r a m e w o r k .
T h e  I s l a m i c  t e a c h i n g s  o n  t h e s e  m a t t e r s  a r e  n o t
m e r e  c u l t u r a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  b u t  e s s e n t i a l
c o m p o n e n t s  o f  a  t h e o c e n t r i c  w o r l d v i e w .  T h i s
w o r l d v i e w  p o s i t s  t h a t  m o r a l i t y  o r i g i n a t e s  f r o m
A l l a h ,  a n d  h u m a n  e x i s t e n c e  i s  p u r p o s e f u l — t o
w o r s h i p  a n d  o b e y  H i m .  T h e  Q u r ’ a n  c a t e g o r i c a l l y
s t a t e s ,  “ I t  i s  n o t  f o r  a  b e l i e v e r ,  m a n  o r  w o m a n ,
w h e n  A l l a h  a n d  H i s  M e s s e n g e r  h a v e  d e c r e e d  a
m a t t e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n y  o p t i o n  i n  t h e i r
a f f a i r .  A n d  w h o e v e r  d i s o b e y s  A l l a h  a n d  H i s
M e s s e n g e r  h a s  i n d e e d  s t r a y e d  i n t o  p l a i n  e r r o r . ”



I n  a  s o c i e t y  b u i l t  o n  s u c h  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e
n o r m a l i z a t i o n  o f  b e h a v i o r s  a n d  i d e o l o g i e s  t h a t
c o n t r a d i c t  d i v i n e  g u i d a n c e  i s  n o t  j u s t  a n  a f f r o n t  t o
r e l i g i o u s  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  b u t  a n  e x i s t e n t i a l  t h r e a t .  T h e
o c c u p i e r s  a r e  a c u t e l y  a w a r e  o f  t h i s .  B y  p r o p a g a t i n g
s u c h  a b n o r m a l  t h i n g s  t h a t  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  n a t u r a l
a n d  d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  n o r m s  o f  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  m e n
a n d  w o m e n ,  t h e y  d e s p e r a t e l y  w a n t  t o  s o w
c o n f u s i o n  a n d  m o r a l  d e c a y .  T h i s  i s  p a r t  o f  w e l l -
p l a n n e d  s t r a t e g y  t o  e r o d e  t h e  s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  a n d
r e s i s t a n c e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  K a s h m i r i  s o c i e t y .  T h e
a d v o c a c y  f o r  L G B T Q  r i g h t s  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i s  a  c o g
i n  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  o c c u p a t i o n ’ s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d
c u l t u r a l  w a r f a r e .
T h e  c u l t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  b e i n g  i m p o s e d  o n
K a s h m i r  i s  r e l a t e d  t o  a  b r o a d e r  g l o b a l  t r e n d  w h e r e
l i b e r a l  i d e o l o g i e s  a r e  w i e l d e d  a s  t o o l s  o f
n e o c o l o n i a l  c o n t r o l .  T h e  L G B T Q  m o v e m e n t ,  n o w
p e r v a s i v e  i n  m a n y  p a r t s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  h a s  e v o l v e d
f r o m  s e e k i n g  t o l e r a n c e  t o  d e m a n d i n g  c e l e b r a t i o n
a n d  a c t i v e  e n d o r s e m e n t .  T h i s  s h i f t  i s  u n d e r p i n n e d
b y  c o n t e n t i o u s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t
h u m a n  i d e n t i t y  a n d  t h e  r o l e  o f  s e x u a l i t y  i n  d e f i n i n g
t h e  s e l f .  W i t h i n  t h i s  p a r a d i g m ,  s e x u a l  f e e l i n g s  a r e
e l e v a t e d  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  u n a s s a i l a b l e  t r u t h ,  o f t e n
d i s p l a c i n g  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  c o m m u n a l  n o r m s .  T h e
o c c u p i e r s  e x p l o i t  t h i s  p a r a d i g m  s h i f t  t o  i n t r o d u c e
v a l u e s  t h a t  a r e  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a t  o d d s  w i t h  I s l a m i c
t e a c h i n g s  a n d  t h e y  u s e  t h e m  a s  i n s t r u m e n t s  t o
w e a k e n  t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  a n d  r e s i l i e n c e  o f  K a s h m i r i
s o c i e t y .  I  r e c e n t l y  w a s  r e a d i n g  a n  a r t i c l e  o n  I s l a m
a n d  t h e  L G B T  Q u e s t i o n  o n  y a q e e n i n s t i t u t e . o r g  a n d
 



a n d  s u g g e s t  e v e r y  K a s h m i r i  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  i t  a n d
o t h e r  c r i t i c a l  r e s e a r c h  a b o u t  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  s e e k
g u i d a n c e  f r o m  A l l a h  a n d  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  y o u r
s u r r o u n d i n g s  a s  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e
t o u g h e s t  p h a s e  i n  h i s t o r y .  B e l o w ,  I  a m  s h a r i n g
a n  e x c e r p t  f r o m  t h e  a r t i c l e :
“ … I s l a m ’ s  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  h o m o s e x u a l  a c t s  i s
c a t e g o r i c a l ,  a n d  i t s  t e a c h i n g s  o n  g e n d e r
r e l a t i o n s  a n d  s e x u a l  n o r m s  a r e  f o u n d a t i o n a l  a n d
i n s e p a r a b l e  f r o m  b e l i e f  i n  A l l a h  a n d  H i s
r e v e l a t i o n .  T h e r e  i s  n o  r o o m  i n  I s l a m  f o r  t h e  n e w
d i r e c t i o n  i n  w h i c h  t h e  l i b e r a l  c u l t u r e  a p p e a r s  t o
b e  d r a g g i n g  t h e  W e s t  a n d ,  t h r o u g h  i t s  c o e r c i v e
i d e o l o g i c a l  a p p a r a t u s ,  t h e  w o r l d  a s  a  w h o l e .  I t  i s
a  c u l t u r e  t h a t  d e n i e s  t h e  n a t u r a l  a n d  d i v i n e l y
o r d a i n e d  n o r m s  o f  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  m e n  a n d
w o m e n ,  e r a s i n g  s e x u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  f a v o r  o f  a
u t o p i a n ,  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s ,  a n d  a n t i -
s c i e n t i f i c  a n d r o g y n y .  O n e  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  r e j e c t
I s l a m i c  g u i d a n c e  r o o t  a n d  b r a n c h  i n  o r d e r  t o
i n c o r p o r a t e  t h i s  r a d i c a l  g e n d e r  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m .
T h i s  a g e n d a  r e q u i r e s ,  a n d  h a s  a l r e a d y  m o b i l i z e d ,
r i g o r o u s  s o c i a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  d o m e s t i c a l l y ,  a s  w e l l
a s  n e o c o l o n i a l  w a r s  a n d  a n t i - r e l i g i o u s
p r o p a g a n d a  i n  t h e  M u s l i m  w o r l d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r
a n d  t h e  G l o b a l  S o u t h  g e n e r a l l y .  M u s l i m s  m u s t ,
t h e r e f o r e ,  e s t a b l i s h  a n d  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  I s l a m i c
p a r a d i g m  o f  g e n d e r  a n d  s e x u a l i t y  o v e r  a n d
a g a i n s t  m o d e r n  a n d  p o s t m o d e r n  



p e r v e r s i o n s ,  w h i l e  a l s o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h o s e  M u s l i m s
w h o  a c k n o w l e d g e  o r t h o d o x  I s l a m i c  t e a c h i n g s ,  b u t
w h o  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  s a m e - s e x  a t t r a c t i o n s  a n d / o r
g e n d e r  d y s p h o r i a ,  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  t o  l i v e  l i v e s  o f
v i r t u e  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  w i l l  o f  A l l a h  a n d  t h e
t e a c h i n g s  o f  I s l a m ”

N o w  t h i n k  a b o u t  a  y o u n g  K a s h m i r i  M u s l i m  e x p o s e d
t o  t h e s e  p r o g r a m s .  W h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s
a b o u t  L G B T Q  i s s u e s ,  t h e  y o u t h  m a y  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s
c a u g h t  b e t w e e n  t w o  c o n f l i c t i n g  w o r l d v i e w s :  t h e
I s l a m i c  m o r a l  f r a m e w o r k  a n d  t h e  s e c u l a r  l i b e r a l
p a r a d i g m .  T h e  f o r m e r  s e e s  a c t s  l i k e  h o m o s e x u a l i t y
a s  p r o h i b i t e d  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o  d i v i n e  w i s d o m ,  w h i l e
t h e  l a t t e r  p o r t r a y s  t h e m  a s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  p e r s o n a l
i d e n t i t y  a n d  h u m a n  r i g h t s .  T h i s  d i s c o r d  c r e a t e s
c o g n i t i v e  d i s s o n a n c e ,  l e a v i n g  m a n y  y o u n g  p e o p l e
v u l n e r a b l e  t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  o n s l a u g h t  o f  t h e
o c c u p i e r s .  T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  f r a c t u r e  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e
m o r a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  r e p l a c e
i t  w i t h  a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  e t h o s  t h a t  p r i o r i t i z e s
p e r s o n a l  d e s i r e s  o v e r  c o m m u n a l  w e l l - b e i n g  a n d
s p i r i t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n s .  T h e  n o r m a l i z a t i o n  o f  s u c h
a b n o r m a l i t i e s — w i t h i n  a  s o c i e t y  d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n
I s l a m i c  v a l u e s — i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a n  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  a l i e n
c u l t u r a l  n o r m s  b u t  a  d e l i b e r a t e  a c t  o f  c u l t u r a l
s u b v e r s i o n .  B y  p r o m o t i n g  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  g o  a g a i n s t
t h e  g r a i n  o f  K a s h m i r i  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  o c c u p i e r s  s e e k  t o
c r e a t e  a  p o p u l a c e  t h a t  i s  e s t r a n g e d  f r o m  i t s  i d e n t i t y
a n d  v a l u e s .  T h i s  e s t r a n g e m e n t  s e r v e s  t h e i r  l o n g -
t e r m  g o a l  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i n g  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  r e g i o n
a n d  H i n d u i z e  i t .  A  s o c i e t y  d i s c o n n e c t e d  f r o m  i t s



faith and traditions is more susceptible to external manipulation
and less likely to resist oppression.
We have to counter this insidious agenda at any cost and
reaffirm our commitment to Islamic teachings and moral values.
As Shaheed Dr. Mannan has told us that the occupation of our
homeland is multifaceted and we have to fight it on multiple
fronts. We must engage in proactive efforts to educate the youth
about the divine wisdom underlying Islamic principles on
gender and sexuality. At the same time, it is essential to provide
support and guidance to individuals who may struggle with
these issues and help them navigate their challenges within the
framework of their faith. This requires a holistic approach that
combines spiritual education, social solidarity, and intellectual
engagement.



5th January 1949: Seven Decades of Denial and
Repression
Syed Mehreen Jeelani

Every year, on the 5th of January, the international community is
reminded of an unresolved struggle—the right to self-
determination. This day marks the anniversary of a landmark
resolution adopted by the United Nations Commission for India
and Pakistan (UNCIP) on 5 January 1949. The resolution affirmed
the inalienable right of the Kashmiri people to determine their
future through a free and impartial plebiscite under the auspices
of the United Nations. But, despite this historic commitment, the
promise remains unfulfilled, and the people of Kashmir continue
to suffer under one of the most prolonged occupations in
modern history.
The principle of self-determination is a cornerstone of
international law. It is enshrined in foundational United Nations
treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the International Covenant on Economic,
Social, and Cultural Rights. This principle has been repeatedly
reaffirmed by the UN General Assembly in its annual resolutions
on self-determination. However, the situation in Indian Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir starkly contrasts with these international
commitments. For over seven decades, the people of Kashmir
have been denied their fundamental right to decide their destiny,
subjected instead to relentless repression and systemic
subjugation. India’s occupation of Jammu and Kashmir,
spanning over 76 years, is a proof of the international
community’s failure to enforce its own resolutions. The events of
recent years have only deepened the crisis. On 11 December 



2023, the Indian Supreme Court issued a judgment on the
status of Jammu and Kashmir, further consolidating India's
occupation. This decision was neither impartial nor aligned with
international law. It was a move to undermine the region’s
disputed status and to impose India’s narrative on a conflict that
is far from resolved. Such actions expose the glaring
contradiction between India's domestic policies and its
obligations under international law.
India’s approach in the occupied territory is rooted in a strategy
of coercion and control. The revocation of Articles 370 and 35A
in August 2019, which stripped Jammu and Kashmir of its
semiautonomous not only violated India’s own constitutional
provisions but also flouted the commitments made to the
international community. The aftermath has been a grim saga of
demographic engineering, economic exploitation, and cultural
erasure. By redrawing electoral boundaries, issuing domicile
certificates to non-Kashmiris, and encouraging settler
colonialism, India is attempting to alter the demographic
composition of the region, thereby undermining its Muslim-
majority character.
The human cost of this occupation is staggering. Kashmiris live
under an ever-tightening noose of militarization, with an
estimated 1000,000 Indian troops stationed in the region,
making it one of the most densely militarized zones in the world.
Human rights violations are rampant and well-documented by
international organizations, including Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch. Arbitrary detentions, enforced
disappearances, extrajudicial killings, and the use of pellet guns
against civilians—many of them children—are everyday
realities in the occupied territory. The suppression of dissent 



has reached new heights, with journalists, activists, and
political leaders silenced through draconian laws and state-
sponsored intimidation.
India’s attempts to suppress the Kashmiri resistance are not
limited to physical oppression. A parallel war is being waged
on the cultural and ideological front. Efforts to de-Islamize the
region and erode its cultural identity are evident in the
promotion of policies and programs that are alien to the ethos
of Kashmiri society. By introducing laws and initiatives that
contradict the deeply rooted Islamic values of the population,
India aims to sever the people’s connection with their heritage
and pave the way for cultural assimilation.
The international community’s response to this crisis has been
disappointingly muted. Despite the clear violations of
international law and human rights, geopolitical interests and
economic considerations have often taken precedence over
justice and accountability. The lack of a robust response has
emboldened India to continue its policies with impunity.
However, silence is not a neutral stance; it is complicity. The
world must recognize that the Kashmiri struggle for right to self-
determination is not merely a regional issue but a litmus test for
the international community’s commitment to its own
principles.
The right to self-determination is not a privilege to be granted
or withheld at the whim of powerful states. It is an inalienable
right of all peoples. The international community must honor its
commitments and take concrete steps to hold India
accountable for its actions in the occupied region. This
includes reasserting the UN resolutions on Kashmir, supporting
independent investigations into human rights violations, and
pressing for an immediate end to the occupation.



The Unfolding Tragedy of Kashmir’s Fertile Plains
Zubair Khawaja

What happens when the land that feeds you is taken away?
When the soil that your ancestors tilled, the trees they planted,
and the fields they nurtured for generations are turned into
lifeless plots of concrete and steel? In our part of the world, this
is not a hypothetical question. It is an unfolding tragedy.
The Indian government’s plan to seize 600 acres of prime
karewa land in Parigam for a new National Institute of
Technology (NIT) campus raises questions that cut to the heart
of survival, identity, and justice. Why does an engineering
college need land nine times the size of its current campus?
Why must it come at the cost of destroying orchards that
produce some of the world’s finest apples, almonds, and
saffron? And most importantly, what does this say about the
intentions of those who govern? Perhaps the intentions of any
military occupation are not so enigmatic; even the simplest
observer can discern their appetite for control and erasure.
Kashmir’s karewa plateaus are treasures of heritage, lifelines for
families, and anchors of an economy that sustains millions.
These elevated terrains have shaped the rhythm of life in the
region for centuries. Yet, they are now being carved up and
handed over, not for the benefit of the people but for a vision
that commodifies Kashmir. The pattern is chillingly clear.
Highways have already sliced through villages, displacing
thousands. Rail tracks and satellite townships loom on the
horizon, threatening to devour what remains of Kashmir’s
cultivable land. Public properties have been bulldozed under
one pretext or another. Every action seems to push Kashmiris
further into dependency and force them to beg for what was
once their own.



What kind of future are we being prepared for? A future where
every Kashmiri farmer, stripped of his land, becomes a laborer
on the same soil he once owned? A future where orchards give
way to industrial parks, and centuries-old traditions are buried
under layers of asphalt? This is not development. It is the
methodical severance of a people from their roots and their
land.
Some might argue that the government’s plans are for the
greater good. But who’s good, exactly? When the livelihoods of
thousands are sacrificed, when food security is endangered,
and when the very fabric of society is unraveled, what good can
possibly emerge? The truth lies in their motives—control,
domination, and a deliberate attempt to reshape the region to
serve the occupier’s agenda.
Kashmir’s land policies are acts of war—a war fought without
bullets but with bulldozers and land deeds. By seizing farmland
and displacing its people, the occupiers aim to rewrite the
demographics, economics, and identity of the region. This is
settler colonialism in action, designed to weaken the spirit and
will of the Kashmiri people.
So what can be done? The answer is not simple, nor is it
comfortable. It requires asking hard questions about what we
are willing to face and how far we are willing to go to protect
what is ours. This is not a call to awareness only but a call to
resist by whatever means possible. Understand what is at stake:
not just the loss of land but the obliteration of dignity and
freedom.
Resistance can take many forms, but it begins with clarity of
purpose. Recognize that every orchard preserved, every field
defended, and every family that remains rooted is an act of 



defiance against those who seek to erase us. This is more than
survival; it is a refusal to be rewritten.
The land they want to seize carries with it generations of labor,
history, and identity. It is the ground beneath our feet and the
canopy of our future. To allow it to slip away is to surrender
ourselves to oblivion. And that is a surrender no Kashmiri can
afford to make.



The Trap of "Kashmiriyat"
 Unmasking the Occupier’s Narrative
Mujtaba Nabi

What is "Kashmiriyat" if not a cunning invention, a convenient
mirage constructed to serve the occupier’s narrative? For
decades, the term has been dangled like a leash around
Kashmir’s neck, a soft power tool designed to disarm, confuse,
and render the Kashmiri people docile. Stripped of its poetic
pretense, "Kashmiriyat" has become a mechanism of control
which demands that Kashmiris embody an unnatural and self-
sacrificial hospitality even in the face of injustice.
This propaganda is most visible during events like the recent
heavy snowfall, where stranded Indian tourists were welcomed
into Kashmiri homes and mosques. The scenes were painted as
heartwarming displays of humanity, but beneath the surface lies
something else. This narrative of hospitality serves to obscure
the ongoing oppression and puts Kashmiris under pressure to
act nice. Meanwhile, dozens of Kashmiri students were recently
thrown out of an Indian university. These young men and
women, far from their homeland, were humiliated and left
vulnerable.
Time and again, Kashmiris have been brutalized across India.
Shawl sellers beaten and robbed in Haryana. Businessmen
harassed. Students attacked for their identity and the occupiers
expect, even demand that Kashmiris smile, serve, and submit.
This is the insidious power of "Kashmiriyat," a term weaponized
to silence resistance and enforce compliance. Kashmiris are
pressured to prioritize hospitality over survival and forget their
own grief and apprehensions. This is in no way a cultural pride 



but a psychological operation. The occupiers have romanticized
"Kashmiriyat" to mean meekness, docility, and an unquestioning
embrace of exploitation. It is a gilded cage and a narrative trap
designed to bind the occupied to the occupier with invisible
chains.
This confusion and this acceptance of "Kashmiriyat," becomes
all the more dangerous in the context of settler colonialism. As
Indian tourists drink alcohol publicly in a Muslim-majority
region, flouting societal norms, their presence is normalized.
Settlers rarely arrive with weapons. They come with suitcases,
pretending to blend in, while their very presence shifts the
balance of power. We know what happened in Palestine.
Hospitality extended to settlers becomes a source of regret as
they later on wield authority over the land and its people. Are we
destined to repeat this mistake?
Kashmir is at a critical juncture. The occupiers are waging a
psychological war. By pushing "Kashmiriyat," they seek to erase
critical thinking, weaken resistance, and distract from their
settler colonial designs. It is important for every resident of
Kashmir to develop a critical lens. Look around. Understand the
motives behind every narrative, every project, every pretext.
To resist effectively, we must shed this manufactured politeness.
Hospitality is not an obligation in the face of a chronic military
occupation. It is a choice that must be weighed against the
larger consequences. Being kind to those who are complicit in
your suffering is not virtue but a betrayal of one’s own dignity
and cause.
The time has come to redefine what it means to be Kashmiri. It is
not about bending over backward to please the occupier. It is
about standing firm, recognizing the designs that threaten to 



erase us, and refusing to be complicit in our own subjugation.
Kashmiris must remember that resistance is not merely physical; it
is intellectual, cultural, and psychological. To resist the occupier’s
narrative is to reclaim one’s agency and to assert one’s identity.
Reject the propaganda of "Kashmiriyat" and replace it with a
narrative of resilience, awareness, and self-respect. This is not only
a battle for land or culture but for the soul of a people. Let us not
allow it to be stolen by those who wish to erase us.



GAW KADAL MASSACRE: THE“CARDS OF PEACE”
SLIPPED AWAY TOO QUICKLY

Yousaf Buch

You remember, or at least, have heard about the Gaw Kadal
Massacre? After India appointed the infamous Jagmohan as
governor of Kashmir, his supposed “cards of peace” quickly
slipped away from his hands thereby bringing chaos in every
nook and corner of the valley. Young Kashmiris might not be
aware of the chilling declaration from this modern-day Genghis
Khan that was broadcast on TV and radio as a warning to all
Muslim Kashmiris. He infamously addressed to Kashmiris,
saying “Meray haathoon say aman ka patta khisak jayega” (The
card of peace that I am carrying will slip away from my hands).
This warning proved to be a self-fulfilling prophesy, as within 24
years, nearly 60 people were killed and hundreds injured in
Gaw Kadal area of Srinagar on 21 January 1990.



Much has been written about this massacre since 1990. Besides
a few reports, an important aspect of this tragedy has been, if not
completely neglected, but underreported to a great extent.
What led people to come out from different parts of Srinagar and
protest? On the intervening night of January 20 and 21, Indian
troops raided a congested locality in downtown area of the city.
It was during this raid that women were molested inside their
houses while men were dragged out in the dead of night. The
news of sexual harassment by Indian troops spread like wildfire
and, aghast, people took rallies in different parts of the city,
protesting against the dishonor of their women folk. Thousands
of people protesting against the molestation of their women had
gathered near Gaw Kadal where Indian CRPF troops directly
fired upon them therebykilling at least 60 people and injuring
nearly 300 others.
For the Kashmiri Muslims, the intolerable violation of their
women’s chastity was a line crossed with dire consequences.
They laid down their lives in defense of honor, an unwavering
resolve that nothing is above the honor of our women.
Fast forward to the present, and the specter of dishonoring our
women rears its head in a dangerous way. Since August 5, 2019,
Indians openly discuss the subjugation of Kashmiri women,
brazenly contemplating marriages and forced relocations
outside the valley. The air is thick with derogatory utterances,
with many BJP politicians shamelessly promoting a narrative
that reduces Kashmir to a mere  trophy for conquest. There is a
sharp increase in online posts and offline speeches asserting
Hindu supremacy and claiming ownership of Kashmiri Muslim
women. A dangerous narrative is being propagated that Indians
can now marry the “fair-skinned” Kashmiri girls. Although more
than four years have passed since 5th August, the perception of 



Indians only intensifies, the result of which may be disastrous
anytime soon in the future as India eyes on a complete
Hinduization of our homeland. With active government support,
the Indian singers have made pop songs about settling with
“fair Kashmiri” girls. A BJP lawmaker in 2019 asserted that the
party workers can now marry fair Muslim women from Kashmir.
The open call by the Chief Minister of India’s most populous
state for the despicable act of exhuming Muslim women from
their graves and subjecting them to rape is enough to give us
an idea about these inhuman beasts and compel us to remain
vigilant and prepared to resist, regardless of the challenges we
may face.
This toxic rhetoric, propagated among them, paints a sinister
picture of settling in Kashmir with nefarious intentions. Such
discussions about changing demographics and cultural
assimilation cast a long shadow over the valley. We, especially
the young generation of Kashmir, should always remember that
our forefathers, in the face of adversity, stood resolute in
defense of the honor of their women. They laid down their lives
as a testament to the sacredness of that commitment. Now, it
falls upon our shoulders to safeguard the dignity and honor of
our women. Resist the encroachment of ideologies that seek to
diminish our identity and exploit our land and resources. Let the
echoes of Gaw Kadal serve as a rallying cry and a reminder that
the sacrifice made by those who came before us demands a
steadfast commitment to protecting the sanctity of Kashmir and
its people.
This article was written by Brother Yousaf Buch last year for
Revolutionary Resurgence. Due to the important message it
conveys, we decided to republish it this year as well.



WE HAVE NOT FORGOTTEN YOU ASIFA
Syed Suhaib Abdullah

On the 10th of January 2018, this 8-year-old girl was abducted by
six Hindu men near her home in the Kathua area of Jammu. She
was subjected to brutal rape for four consecutive days and then
tragically murdered. As the gory details of the rape and murder of
this angel-like little Muslim girl began to unfold, the entire Muslim
community was shell shocked. Not surprisingly, the main
conspirator was a temple head named Sanjay Ram. He invited his
nephew who in turn invited his friends to commit this heinous
crime. Sanjay along with his nephew abducted and raped the
child in Jungle before taking her to a Temple where she was
raped by four other men repeatedly for four consecutive days. 



After satiating their lust for four days, these barbarians finally
thought of killing the child. While others prepared to kill her,
Khajuria, one among the culprits stopped them and so that he
could rape her one last time (Earth must have yearned to
swallow all humans here). The minor child’s uterus was
damaged and her body mercilessly mutilated.
But that was not the end of how uncivilized and moronic these
Hindutvadis can become. BJP politicians along with Hindu
Ekta Munch, while waving the national flag of the fascist Indian
state, carried out protest rallies in support of rapists and
demanded their unconditional release in Kathua. Surprised?
Well, one must not, for we all know how deep-rooted their
hatred against the Muslim Community is and the fact that they
and their national army has been using rape as a weapon of
war in Jammu and Kashmir since past more than three
decades. When it comes to us, Muslims, their national flag and
even temples become strategic positions and symbols to
execute horrendous crimes against us. They didn’t even stop
there! Their Hindutva professors wrote a book blaming
Muslims for the crime and absolving rapists! Madhu Kishwar,
the author of the book, is a professor at Indian Council of Social
Sciences Research.
The agony of this incident will not go away. We remember Asifa
and numerous others who became victims of the most
despicable acts perpetrated by Hindutvadis.



Remembering Shaheed Shamsul Haq

Abdul Majeed Rather

On this day, thirty-one years ago, Commander Shams-ul-Haq,
known in life as Ghulam Muhammad Mir, laid down his life for
the freedom of Jammu and Kashmir. A teacher, thinker, and
Mujahid, his martyrdom in 1993 near his ancestral village of
Khag, Budgam, became a chapter of extraordinary sacrifice,
remembered with reverence by all who cherish the ideals of
justice and liberty.



Shams-ul-Haq was a man of character whose actions spoke
louder than words. What he taught others, he practiced
himself, and in the end, sealed his beliefs with the ultimate
sacrifice. His resolve set him apart in ways that are rare to find.
Born in times when society was engulfed by despair, he was
known as a man of conscience, someone who stood tall
against oppression and ignorance alike.
At a time when being an Islamist was synonymous with facing
persecution, he encountered challenges not just from
adversaries but even from his own community. His personal life
was scrutinized and mocked in public, a cruel pastime for those
who took pleasure in targeting people of faith. Shams-ul-Haq,
however, bore it all with remarkable patience. He forgave his
detractors, encouraged others to do the same, and consistently
worked towards fostering unity.
He understood the deeply rooted influence of pro-India
political entities like the National Conference and Congress in
Kashmiri society. To dismantle this stranglehold, he dedicated
his life to remove this cancer from the society. Over time, he
became a figure who symbolized both resilience and sacrifice.
The fraudulent elections of 1987, where the Muslim United
Front’s rightful victories were stolen, proved to be a turning
point for many in Kashmir. After the eruption of an armed
struggle against the Indian occupation of Kashmir, a
generation of youth decided to participate in it. Shams-ul-Haq
stood with them and thus guiding and shaping the movement
as it gained momentum. Under his leadership, the freedom
struggle found direction, and those who joined its ranks drew
strength from his example.



While he was a commander on the battlefield, he was also a
scholar and a man of intellect. Shams-ul-Haq was highly
educated, holding advanced degrees in English, Urdu, and
Arabic, and possessed a deep understanding of Islamic
teachings. His articles regularly appeared in Azan, a publication
led by Sheikh Tajamul Islam, and his personal library housed a
collection of invaluable Islamic literature. Even during his time at
the Base Camp, he used every opportunity to contribute and
wrote a book that was later published by Jamaat-e-Islami Azad
Jammu and Kashmir.
Shams-ul-Haq’s devotion to the movement remained steadfast
until his final breath. On December 16, 1993, he was martyred in
a fierce confrontation with Indian forces. He had been advised
by many to step away from the battlefield and to take a less
perilous role. Leaders like Qazi Hussain Ahmed and General
Hameed Gul even urged him to remain in safety, but his
principles did not allow for it. He chose the path of sacrifice, a
decision that spoke volumes about his integrity and belief in the
cause.
It seems almost symbolic that his martyrdom occurred on the
same date as the fall of Dhaka in 1971, a tragedy that had deeply
saddened him. On that day, his blood became an offering, as if
to heal the wound left by history.
Shams-ul-Haq’s family, too, paid a heavy price for their
commitment to freedom. His brother Ali Muhammad Mir and
maternal uncle were martyred, while his son and nephew spent
years in Indian jails. The family’s sacrifices mirrored the values
he upheld throughout his life.
Kashmir lost not just a fighter but also a thinker and a guide. His
writings, his dedication, and the life he lived remain an
inspiration for those who continue the struggle. His legacy is 



a reminder that true leaders are not made through positions of
power but through the choices they make when faced with
adversity.
May Allah accept his sacrifices and elevate his station among
the martyrs. It is the blood of men like Shams-ul-Haq that
nourishes the hope for a brighter tomorrow in Kashmir.


